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promoting quality factory-produced mortar
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Factory-produced renders can provide
an atttractive answer to the call for
better insulated homes.

The message comes from the Mortar
Industry Association which points out that
some 25 per cent of the existing housing
stock in the UK is of a soild nine-inch brick
construction. Obviously cavity wall
insulation is not an option and few owners
want to see bulky insulation added to
internal walls.

Factory-produced external renders give an
ideal answer as they provide more than just
the effective insulation. Renders can be
supplied in a variety of colours and modern
pigments not ony have their own
sustainbility story but also maintain their
original colour over a long period of time.
Attractiveness of finish is also a benefit as
the setting rate of factory-produced
mortars allows time for tooling the surface
before curing. Numerous finishes are
available including roughcast, pebble dash,
tyrolean, smooth floated and scraped.

A wide range of technical data sheets is

available to download from the MIA’s

web site covering mortar mixes,

applications and standards.

For a complete list, visit the resources

section at www.mortar.org.uk.

Renders are also very durable and offer low
maintenance.

The type of mortar used for rendering will
depend on the background, type of wall
and the exposure of the building. Two-coat
work, an undercoat and finishing coat, is
generally required. In severe exposure
conditions three-coat work may be
necessary, with the first coat relatively
impervious to water and the others more
porous.

Factory-produced mortars offer good
workability and plasticity, a high degree of
cohesiveness and spread easily under the
float. This increases productivity and
minimises wastage by droppings. They can
also be used with spraying equipment and
factory production ensures colour
consistency.

Further information on factory-produced
mortar for external rendering is available in
the MIA’s data sheet number four, available
as a download at www.mortars.org.uk.

Return to Render

NEED TECHNCIAL
INFORMATION ON
MORTARS?

Twenty-five per cent of UK housing stock is of solid nine-inch brick construction.
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silica sand industries

Client salutes Remix  barracks
mortar supply project

Reading-based bricklaying contractor
Roberts Brothers Construction has chosen
Remix Dry Mortar to supply dry silo mortar
to the Project Allenby/Connaught at
Aldershot which includes the rebuilding of
the St Omer Barracks within the town’s
garrison. 

Under main contractor Aspire Defence Capital
Works - a joint venture between Carillion &
KBR Roberts Brothers – the £5 million three-
year contract still has twelve months to run. It
involves constructing the masonry element of
41 buildings which will replace and expand
existing accommodation units, workshops,
administrative and other ancillary buildings.

The scheme has been designed by London-
based architects Scott Brownrigg and the
Remix technical department has worked
closely with the design team to ensure the
right mortar selection to complement the
masonry units being used

Remix has supplied eight 35-tonne capacity
mortar silos containing designation iii natural
mortar to the requirements of BS EN 998-2, in
accordance with the contract specification for
mortar to four different locations on site. The
mortar produced will cater for the 220,000
medium density, 100mm and 140mm
concrete blocks and 1.2 million orange gilt
Baggeridge bricks being used in construction.

Roberts Brothers managing director Gareth
Roberts said “We have specified factory-
produced dry silo mortar from Remix as we
have a stringent specification for mortar to
adhere to as well as an extremely tight
timeframe within which to execute our works.
The ability of Remix to provide a mortar with
guaranteed mix proportions at the push of a
button is a distinct advantage over other
traditional methods of providing mortar on
site and will enable us to deliver the
requirements of our contract on time to
specification and within budget.”

Registrations for new homes in February
were up 73 per cent compared to last year
says the latest National House-Building
Council’s (NHBC) statistics. This relates to
an increase to 9,556 registrations
compared to 5,526 in 2009.

Applications to build new homes across
the UK during the three months December
2009 to February 2010 were up 66 per cent
to 24,105, in comparison to 14,537
registrations for the same period last year.
The rate of recovery dipped in January says
the NHBC as extreme weather conditions
impacted on registrations but,  with spring
approaching, the private sector appears to
be showing signs of recovery.

“As we enter the spring building season,
there is a cautious optimism about the
signs of improvement in the sector,” said
Imtiaz Farookhi, chief executive of NHBC.
“The average daily home sales are
increasing when compared with this time
last year, which given the difficulties
surrounding mortgage availability is a
positive statement of intent. There is a
palpable sense of the property sector
working together to do all it can to
continue and sustain recovery.”

Recovery is reported as being remarkably
evenly spread across the UK, with almost
all regions reporting higher levels of
registrations for December 2009 to
February 2010 than for the same period in
2008/9.

House building
shows signs of
recovery

St Omer Barracks
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CLG appointment
A civil and structural
engineer with wide
experience of the use of
mortar products, Peter
Watt, has been
appointed senior
structural engineer by
the Department of Communities and Local
Government’s Sustainable Buildings Division.
He has special responsibility for Parts A and C
of the England and Wales Building
Regulations.

Before joining the department, Mr Watt ran his
own company, having previously worked for a
number of organisations and in consultancy. He
had a 13-year stint as senior structural engineer

for the Brick Development Association. 

Mr Watt says:
“Through my involvement with British
Standards and in particular the development
of Eurocode 6 for masonry structures and CEN
product standards for masonry products,
materials and components under TC112, and
in consultancy practice work, I have had a fair
experience of the use of mortar products.”

He points out that Part A of the building
regulations particularly is very relevant to
mortar products, dealing as it does with the
simple design sizing rules for traditional
masonry housing construction in brick and
blockwork.


